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IOWA LIBRARY COMMISSION 





OBJECT: To aid in the establishment and de- 
velopment of free and other public libraries in the 
State of lowa. 





MEMBERS 
Johnson Brigham, Chairman, Des Moines. 
Dr. Walter A. Jessup, Iowa City. 
Agnes Samuelson, Des Moines. 
Martha McClure, Mt. Pleasant. 
Mrs. John Fox Lake, Shenandoah. 
W. R. Orchard, Council Bluffs. 
A. M. Deyoe, Des Moines. 





Julia A. Robinson, Secretary. 
Clara L. Abernethy, Reference Librarian. 


Grace C. Murphy, Librarian, Traveling 
Moines. 


Office—State Historical Building, Des 
Library. 


Why I Am Willing to Serve as a 
Trustee of a Public Library 


Every trustee must at some time ask 
himself this question. Mr. Jannenga’s 
(Chairman, Trustee’s Section, A. L. A.) 
answer to it follows: 

Almost every American citizen takes 
a certain pride in the institutions in his 
community and, in a small degree, feels 
that he is responsible for their exist- 
ence. Active citizens are interested in 
every movement that will improve a 
community, and what better field can 





they find for their labors than the li- 
brary? The library trustee holds the 
reins of an institution that gives to 
young and old alike opportunities that 
were hardly dreamed of fifty years ago. 

The question foremost in my mind is 
not, why I am willing to serve as a 
trustee, but am I fulfilling the duties 
of my trust? Am I doing justice to 
that trust? 

Several years ago, when visiting a 
number of libraries with four members 
of our board, I was greatly amused by 
the statement of one of the librarians. 
She expressed surprise that we, as li- 
brary trustees, should spend our time 
visiting libraries in order that we might 
become more proficient trustees of our 
own library. ‘‘Why,’’ she said, ‘‘I 
hardly ever see any of my trustees. 
They seldom have a quorum.’’ The 
question at once came to my mind. Can 
the library movement in general ad- 
vance with disinterested trustees? 

As long as I can be of service to my 
community, asa library trustee, and 
as long as the people of that community 
are satisfied that I am fulfilling my 
trust, so long am I willing to sacrifice 
my time and efforts, because I feel I 
am connected with one of our most 
needed institutions. 


—A.L. A. Bulletin, March, 1928. 
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Iowa Library Association, 
1928 


At a meeting of the Executive Board 
of the Iowa Library Association held 
during January, the invitation to hold 
the 1928 meeting in Marshalltown was 
unanimously accepted. The date was 
tentatively fixed for late October to 
meet the wishes of the college librarians 
and to make sure that the new hotel 
which is to be headquarters, will be 
completed. We are assured of a hearty 
welcome by the Marshalltown people. 


A fine program is under consideration. 
Miss Egan will be glad to receive sug- 
gestions of speakers or subjects. If you 
have not paid your membership dues 
send them at once to Mary B. Lee, treas- 
urer, Oskaloosa, that the Program Com- 
mittee may know what will be available 
for speakers. 





District Meetings 

The spring meetings for 1928 have 
been arranged as follows: 

Middle East, Iowa City, April 24th. 

Southeast, Mt. Pleasant, April 25th. 

Southwest, Council Bluffs, April 27th. 

Central, Indianola, May 1st. 

Northeast, Dubuque, May 3rd. 

Northwest, Storm Lake, May 4th. 

Middlewest, Audubon, May 8th. 

North Central, Clear Lake, May 10th. 

These places should make at least one 
meeting accessible to every library in 
the state. Good roads and good weather 
will, of course, facilitate travel and in- 
crease the attendance. Librarians and 
trustees should select the most accessible 
place whether in their own district or 
not. 

Please remember to notify the li- 
brarian of the library where the meeting 
is to be that you expect to attend of 
your intention to be present. This is 
both a matter of courtesy and business 
and will be appreciated by the hostess 
library. 

If there are subjects or books which 
you wish to hear discussed please write 
the president of the association or the 
secretary of the Library Commission 
at once. 


Iowa Library Summer School 


The dates of the Iowa Library Sum- 
mer School for 1928 are those of the 
University Summer Session—June 11th 
to July 21st. The University Bulletin 
announces the following faculty: 
Emma Felsenthal, Ph. B., B. L. 8. (Uni- 

versity of Illinois Library School), 

Acting Director and Instructor in 

Reference Work. 


Julia A. Robinson, (Wisconsin Library 
School), Executive Secretary, Iowa 
Library Commission, Lecturer in Li- 
brary Administration. 

Janet Arie, B. A. (University of Illinois 
Library School), School Librarian, 
Cedar Rapids, Instructor in Classifi- 
eation and Cataloging. 

Gladys F. Pratt, B. A. (University of 
Illinois Library School), Librarian 
State Normal School, Westfield, Mass., 
Instructor in Classification and Cata- 
loging. 

Margery Doud (St. Louis Publie Li- 
brary School), Chief of Readers’ Ad- 
visory Service, St. Louis Public Li- 
brary, Instructor in Book Selection. 

Helen Tarr, B. A., (Wisconsin Library 
School), Instructor in Library Work 
with Children and School Library 
Service. 

Gertrude Hinkhouse, B. A., (School of 
Library Service, Columbia Univer- 
sity), Revisor. 

Mary D. Taylor, B. A., Revisor. 

A new feature of this year’s session 
will be a course in School Library Serv- 
ice not heretofore given, this course to 
be given in connection with the course 
in library work with children. This 
course will continue during the entire 
six weeks. 

Upon request to the University Regis- 
trar application blanks will be mailed. 
These and high school and college cre- 
dentials are to be returned to him for 
due action in advance of registration. 
Candidates who are admitted to the 
school are expected to prepare in ad- 
vance for the courses in Book Selection 
and Library Work with Children by 
reading a number of books, selected 
from a list which will be forwarded by 
the director. 
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For qualified students who ean de- 
vote one or more years to preparation 
for library service, thorough training is 
available at a number of library schools 
scattered through the country. Stu- 
dents with limited time and means may 
secure training adequate for certain po- 
sitions in brief, intensive courses offered 
during the summer. 





Conference for Library Workers 


A conference of librarians from the 
field, students in training and the school 
faculty will be held July 5th and 6th 
for the purpose of bringing together 
theory and practice in a valuable way. 
Speakers of prominence and experience 
will appear on the program. 

Those who have attended these con- 
ferences in previous years will need no 
urging to attend. To those who have 
not attended a conference, there is the 
promise of an enjoyable and profitable 
time. 





A. L. A. Conference 
May 28-June 2, 1928 


The next annual conference of the 
American Library Association happens 
to be the fiftieth conference by actual 
count although the fiftieth anniversary 
was passed two years ago. A selection 
of a meeting place in the middlewest 
seemed to be indicated both by the 
logic of events and by the desires of the 
membership. 

A. L. A. headquarters will be at 
West Baden Springs Hotel. Rates for 
this and other hotels and full informa- 
tion will be found in the A. L. A. 
Bulletin for March, 1928. 

All railroads in the United States 
have granted a fare and a half confer- 
ence rate for the conference beginning 
May 28th and round trip tickets will 
be good from West Baden for about 
five days after the conference closes. 

A middlewest meeting place makes 
the conference much more available to 
Iowa people than it has been in many 
years and should result in a larger at- 
tendance from Iowa. Send your mem- 
bership in advance and increase the 


probability of your going. This should 
be sent to the American Library Asso- 
ciation, 86 East Randolph Street, Chi- 


cago. 





Report of the Nominating Committee 
of the American Library 
Association 

President 
Linda A. Eastman, Publie Library, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 
First Vice President (one to be elected) 
Malcolm G. Wyer, Publie Library, 
Denver, Colorado. 
Charles Harvey Brown, Iowa State 
College Library, Ames, Iowa. 
Second Vice President (one to be 
elected) Mrs. Harriet P. Sawyer, 
Publie Library, St. Louis, Mo. 
Harriet A. Wood, Minn. Dept. of 
Education, St. Paul, Minn. 
Treasurer 
Matthew S. Dudgeon, Public Library, 
Milwaukee, Wis. 
Trustee of Endowment Fund 
George Woodruff, The National Bank 
of the Republic, Chicago, IIL. 
Members of the Executive Board (two 
to be elected) 
H. M. Lydenberg, Public Library, 
New York, N. Y. 
Fannie C. Rawson, Kentucky Library 
Commission, Frankfort, Ky. 
Charlotte Templeton, Public Library, 
Greenville, 8. C. 
Joseph L. Wheeler, Enoch Pratt Free 
Library, Baltimore, Md. 
Members of the Council (five to be 
elected) 
Lila M. Chapman, Public Library, 
Birmingham, Ala. 
Edith M. Coulter, University of Calif. 
Library, Berkeley, Calif. 
Jennie M. Flexner, Public Library, 
Louisville, Ky. 
Herbert Hirshberg, Public Library, 
Akron, Ohio. 
John B. Kaiser, Public Library, Oak- 
land, Calif. 
Paul M. Paine, Public Library, Syra- 
euse, N. Y. 
Mary U. Rothrock, Lawson MeGhee 
Library, Knoxville, Tenn. 


195 

















Chas. B. Shaw, Swarthmore College 
Library, Swarthmore, Pa. 

Bessie Sargeant Smith, Publie Li- 
brary, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Forrest B. Spaulding, Public Library, 
Des Moines, Iowa. 





A County Library Campaign* 
By Leora Lewis, Field Librarian, South 
Dakota Library Commission 


Librarians are pretty well agreed that 
a county is the logical unit for the ad- 
ministration of a library. We recog- 
nize the fact that a library in a small 
town can never serve even its local peo- 
ple adequately and satisfactorily with- 
out a tax greater than the average town 
ean afford. 

We also recognize the fact that the 
county library plan is the only one 
through which the people of the country 
ean be served. This is all so clear to us 
that we are a little irritated if other 
people do not see the proposition in the 
same light in which it appears to us and 
especially are we impatient if those who 
most need the service are lacking in in- 
terest and in a spirit of co-operation. 

In educating the public to the wis- 
dom of developing county libraries 
through the contract plan, as used in 
Iowa, there are really three groups of 
people to be dealt with. First you have 
the people in the town from which you 
propose to extend service. This group 
includes the members of the town board, 
the public library trustees, and that 
little coterie of individuals which you 
find dominating things politically in 
every town. To those people the matter 
is a straight business proposition. An 
extension of the service will bring more 
people into the town to trade, will serve 
to advertise the town and will give its 
citizens a larger and better collection 
of books from which to draw. 

A few especially broad minded men 
and women will appreciate the fact that 
library service will be a wonderful bene- 
fit to the country people and that what- 
ever benefits the country people and 
broadens their lives is a benefit to the 
town and a cause for rejoicing to all 


*Read at the Des Moines meeting of the Iowa 
Library Association, October, 1927. 


concerned. To convince the town peo- 
ple of the wisdom of extending the serv- 
ice is not always quite as easy as it 
sounds but it is not at all difficult. The 
difficulty lies with the rest of the county. 

The second group to be considered is 
made up of people living in the country 
who have never thought it possible to 
have library service and for that reason 
have felt very little longing for it. The 
job here is to convince the farmer that 
it is possible to give to him and his fam- 
ily a real service which is practicable 
at all seasons of the year. 

The main talking point is the service 
to the rural school. Later the country 
people will realize the value of parcel 
post service, etc., but at the beginning 
the collection in the rural school is the 
real tangible part of the plan which they 
most readily comprehend. ; 

The third group of people with whom 
we work, live in the small towns of the 
county and either have no library serv- 
ice at all or are maintaining small li- 
braries which would serve the people 
more adequately if converted into 
branches of a county system. Often- 
times, these are the most difficult to 
convince. In most counties there is more 
or less jealousy of the larger town. 

The county library movement is apt 
to be suspiciously looked upon as a plan 
for making others in the county assume 
a burden for the tax support of the li- 
brary, which really belongs to the 
larger town. Sometimes it takes a great 
deal of patient effort to convince these 
people that the county library system 
provides for distributing stations lo- 
cated in all of the towns in the county 
and that every dollar of tax paid in 
toward the support of the library will 
be returned many times over in actual 
local service. 


In proof of the contention that a 
county library station can give much 
more adequate service than a small 
town library, Mrs. Marion Weidensee, 
librarian of the Potter County library, 
worked out some comparisons which 
are interesting. From the South Dakota 
biennial library report, she took figures 
from two libraries in towns of about a 
thousand people. Both libraries are 
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well supported, each having an appro- 
priation of about $1.50 per capita. The 
one added 162 new books during a year, 
the second 267. 


In Potter county, towns of two and 
three hundred people which could not 
possibly have maintained public li- 
braries, were receiving this same year 
in the neighborhood of four hundred 
books from the county library while 
their share of the cost of maintaining 
the library was but a fraction of the cost 
of the independent library. 

I have stressed at considerable length, 
the importance of this preliminary edu- 
cational campaign because I believe that 
it is the most vital as well as the most 
frequently neglected part of a county 
library campaign. We cannot expect 
tax payers to become convinced over- 
night of the wisdom of a project which 
they do not entirely understand, par- 
ticularly when the establishment of a 
county library will mean an appreciable 
increase in their taxes. 

The next step in the county library 
movement is the organization of the 
campaign itself which is after all little 
more than the erystalization into con- 
erete form of this sentiment in favor 
of the library which has been created by 
the preliminary educational campaign. 

At the outset it must be admitted 
that the librarian and the board of 
trustees wishing to extend the service 
of their library into the county are 
somewhat ‘handicapped. Theoretically, 
as I understand it, in a campaign for 
county library extension the country 
people petition the board of county 
supervisors to make a contract with one 
or more existing public libraries for 
service to those people in the county 
who have inadequate library facilities. 

Theoretically, the librarian and board 
of trustees take no part in such a move- 
ment but merely sit back and wait until 
this is done, whereupon they smilingly 
and cheerfully acquiesce and proceed 
(after terms have been agreed upon) to 
efficiently render the service desired. 

Now in actual practice the thing does 
not work out this way and there is prob- 
ably not a contract library in existence 


whose librarian did not take an active 
part not only in instigating the cam- 
paign but in carrying it through to a 


successful conclusion. Nevertheless it 
is the wise librarian who so carries on 
her preliminary educational work, that 
the demand for county service comes 
from some group of people in the county 
before her name has publicly been con- 
nected with the enterprise. 

With all of this emphasis upon the 
need for building up in the county an 
understanding of county library service 
and a real demand for it, it is perhaps 
superfluous to say that I do not believe 
in whirlwind campaigns. Some organ- 
izers do carry through such campaigns 
successfully and I envy them their gift 
of hypnotism, but I think most of us 
are more successful if we build rather 
slowly. 

In deciding as to a plan for a cam- 
paign, no hard and fast rule can be fol- 
lowed, as the method has to be adapted 
to the individual county. In our work 
in South Dakota, no two counties have 
managed their campaigns in the same 
way although in the main it can be said 
that the work has been in the hands of 
a strong central committee with work- 
ers appointed in all of the townships. 

Newspaper publicity has been care- 
fully looked after and the co-operation 
of all organizations secured when pos- 
sible. In this state our law requires that 
petitions be presented to the county 
commissioners and we find this such a 
convenient method of approach that we 
recommend that it be used whether re- 
quired by law or not. 

In her excellent handbook on the 
county library, Miss Harriet Long 
recommends that the committee in 
charge of the county library campaign 
inelude representatives from all of the 
strong organizations in the county. This 
is no doubt an excellent plan and it has 
been endorsed and used in South Dakota 
but there is one objection to it which 
should be taken into careful considera- 
tion. 

In gathering together into a commit- 
tee these representatives from a number 
of organizations, you are putting your 
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campaign into the hands of a group of 
people who are not accustomed to work- 
ing together. In other words you are 
building with new and untried machin- 
ery which may or may not prove capable 
of doing the work successfully. Conse- 
quently if in your county there is some 
strong organization which has proved 
itself able to put across other projects, 
and if this organization is willing to 
eampaign for a county library, it is 
oftentimes better to utilize such an or- 
ganization than to create a new one for 
the work. 

The advantage of having a permanent 
organization in charge of the campaign 
is especially appreciated in a case where 
a considerable interval elapses between 
the actual campaign and the decision 
of the county supervisors. An organi- 
zation effected simply for the county li- 
brary campaign falls to pieces in such 
a case and becomes useless while the per- 
manent organization is more apt to keep 
in touch with the project and to follow 
it through. 

One of the most successful campaigns 
in South Dakota was conducted in Pot- 
ter county. The campaign was insti- 
tuted by the County Teachers Associa- 
tion, assisted by the Woman’s Club of 
the county seat. Many of the teachers 
were residents of the county and the pe- 
tition as presented included the names 
of ninety-five per cent of the legal voters 
of the county. In the face of such a 
petition there could be no opposition 
and the county supervisors readily es- 
tablished the library. 

In the Potter county campaign, much 
of the success was due to the fact that 
for more than a year this teachers’ asso- 
ciation had studied and considered the 
county library plan. The county super- 
intendent and his deputy were thor- 
oughly informed and the whole organi- 
zation was made up of people who were 
accustomed to doing team work. A very 
close contact was maintained between 
the chairman of the committee (in this 
case the deputy county superintendent), 
and the teachers who were circulating 
petitions in the county. 

No worker was allowed to lose sight 
of the fact that the committee was work- 





ing as a unit and information as to the 
progress of the campaign was sent out 


frequently. If any difficulty or objec- 
tion arose in a township and it was 
thought possible that it might prove to 
be a stumbling block in other townships, 
information as to how to meet it was 
sent out to all workers. In this way 
trouble was often averted. 

A thing which is frequently over- 
looked in a county library campaign, is 
the necessity of becoming acquainted 
with the county supervisors at the out- 
set of the campaign. Personally I like 
very much to meet the members of a 
board individually before I approach 
them as a board. There is a queer 
psychology about county commissioners. 

Individually they may be the kindest 
and most approachable men imaginable 
and if you call at the home of any one 
of them, he will invite you to dinner, 
show you his prize stock and sit on the 
steps of the front porch with you while 
you eat apples and tell stories. Meeting 
as a board, these same men often resolve 
themselves into the stiffest, most hard 
boiled group imaginable. Probably we 
should protect ourselves in the same 
way if everyone in the county were con- 
tinually asking us for roads, bridges, 
and a variety of other things, all requir- 
ing the expenditure of money. At any 
rate, the approach is not so difficult if 
the ice has once been broken. 

A county supervisors has a right to 
know as early as anyone in the county 
as to the merits of any project which 
will ultimately require a share of the 
tax payers’ money and it is good busi- 
ness to explain the project to him before 
it is put in a less favorable light by some 
objector. 

The most important part of a cam- 
paign is the finish. Be sure when the 
matter is at last presented to the board 
for its consideration, that there is a sub- 
stantial representation from all parts 
of the county to voice the interest in 
the project of all sections and organiza- 
tions. In other words, the same thor- 
oughness which has marked the progress 
of the campaign from _ its inception, 
should be apparent at its close, if the 
result is to be successful. 
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Book Wagon 

The time has come when the Book 
Wagon should begin its travels up and 
down the roads of Iowa, giving pub- 
licity to the county library idea. 

Requests for the use of the wagon 
during the season of 1928 should be 
sent immediately to the secretary of the 
Iowa Library Commission, that the 
schedule may be arranged and that the 
libraries may be able to secure as far as 
possible the dates they desire. In writ- 
ing, mention dates with a second choice. 

The expense of the wagon for 1928 
cannot be definitely stated here but it 
will be made reasonable and within the 
reach of the libraries wishing to use it. 
A request has already come for town, 
but county publicity must have first 
consideration. It may not be possible 
to fill requests received later, and an 
early application is wise. 

The Book Wagon has been instru- 
mental, during the past two summers, 
in bringing the county library idea to 
many people in the counties traversed 
and could be used to advantage in many 
other places. 





Survey of Leisure Time Reading of 
School Children 
Conducted by the Ottumwa Public Library 
and the Boy Scout Council, Ottumwa. 

By Rex Gary, Executive, Boy Scout Council 

The idea of a survey of leisure time 
reading of the school children in our 
city was developed in a small group of 
local people, who, through outside con- 
tact, had been awakened to the neces- 
sity of such a procedure, because of its 
importance upon character and growth. 

Only a few years ago there were few 
magazines obtainable and those few 
were of the type genrally classed as ex- 
cellent, except of course the thrilling 
‘dime novel’’ type, which caused par- 
ents of those days to solemnly admonish 
their offsprings as to the dangers of such 
reading, only to find them later in the 
hay loft of the barn, or in the attic ab- 
sorbed in the adventure of Frank Merre- 
well, or The Liberty Boys of ’76. Within 
the last few years however the publish- 
ing of magazines has increased tremen- 
dously. It is now possible for anyone 


to purchase a magazine, ranging. in 
price from 5 cents to 50 cents, devoted 
to fiction, history, science and what not. 

Everyone associated in any way with 
the educational or religious, or moral 
training of youth realizes the importance 
of reading upon the development of 
young people, so a local committee de- 
cided to find out what was being read 
during the leisure time of the local 
school children, have this result analyzed 
and then steps taken to improve the 
quality of such reading. 

The committee was desirous of finding 
as accurately as possible (a) Natural 
tastes or interests in reading, what the 
children like to read, (b) What was be- 
ing read because of the course in school, 
or because of proximity. 

The following questions were worked 
out to give the information needed : 

1. Name the last five books you have 
read. 

What is your favorite book? 
What magazines do you read? 
Name your favorite magazine. 
How many books in the home li- 
brary? 

After deciding upon these questions, 
the method to be used in completing the 
job was decided. The school principals 
in the grades and heads of departments 
in the high school co-operated in splen- 
did fashion, assisting in every way pos- 
sible. The danger of the pupil giving 
answers that were not true reflections 
was eliminated to a great extent by the 
intelligent interest of the teachers and 
the assistant librarians who did excel- 
lent work in making this survey a com- 
pilation of fairly accurate answers. 

The aid of Dr. Starbuck of the Char- 
ity Research Station of Iowa University 
and that of Mr. Franklin K. Mathiews 
was obtained to evaluate certain mag- 
azines which could be used as a basis of 
classification for all. 

2,500 school children were surveyed, 
from the fifth grade on through high 
school. 

The work of tabulation was done by 
the library staff, with the aid of older 
boy scouts. 

The tabulation was done in such a way 
that the results showed the number and 
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the different ages reading various types 
of magazines and books. For example 
Child Life and Boy’s Life were read by 
80 per cent. Also the survey was tabu- 
lated to show the most widely read mag- 
azines and books. The results were 
again divided according to school dis- 
tricts so that the committee knew the 
condition of leisure time reading in each 
district. When the survey was com- 
pletely finished the committee knew the 
most widely read magazines and books 
for each age, the favorite reading of 
each age, the most widely read book and 
magazine in each school district, as well 
as the favorite, the numbet of books in 
each home, the number in each district 
and also the number of homes without 
a book in its library. 

A summary of the findings of the sur- 
vey showed many interesting facts, some 
needing careful study in order to im- 
prove conditions and others showing an 
excellent state of affairs. 

It was found that the magazine situ- 
ation needs improving. The book situ- 
ation was found to be excellent. Such 
were the final results in a general way. 


VARIOUS FINDINGS 


The most widely read magazine is not 
necessarily the favorite. For example, 
in the 14-year-old group, the home type 
of magazine as exemplified by the 
Ladies’ Home Journal was the most 
widely read, but was missing from the 
list of favorite magazines. 

Another fact brought out was, that 
children are prone to read whatever is 
handy although this reading material 
may not represent their inclinations. 
For example, 94 per cent of the 12-year- 
old read the type of magazines such as 
the American, but the favorite for the 
12-year-old was the children’s type, 
Boy’s Life, Child Life, etc. 

Another fact was that practically all 
children read magazines and books. 

It was a startling revelation to find 
that the highest favorite magazine of 
the 14 and 15 year old was classed as 
questionable, and that the most widely 
read magazine was of a like type. 

The committee decided from the sur- 
vey that at 14 years a decided taste had 





developed, which became matured at 
sixteen. 
Eighty-one different magazines were 


mentioned in the survey. Only four 
children mentioned having read maga- 
zines of a religious nature. 

Many parents were not aware that 
their children were hurting their minds 
and attitude toward life by the reading 
of certain types of magazines. They did 
not know what their children were 
reading. 

The committee came to the conclusion, 
after talking with news stand dealers, 
that children did not buy many maga- 
zines but came in contact with them at 
home. Older people buy the magazines, 
take them home, when the child picks 
them up. This fact makes it difficult to 
counteract such home influences. 

The tastes and range of reading of the 
10-11-12-13-year-old runs about the same 
except that the per cent of those reading 
and preferring questionable reading in- 
creased each year. 

Magazines of a scientific nature were 
not generally read and were far down 
the list of favorites. 

The situation in the high school was 
better than had been anticipated, the 
leading magazine was the American, 
which was also the most popular. Thirty- 
three per cent of the high school stu- 
dents admitted they read questionable 
magazines. 

The per cent of grade children read- 
ing questionable magazines was found 
to be 43.3 per cent. This situation 
varied greatly in school districts, rang- 
ing from 2 per cent to 65 per cent. 
Upon investigation it was found that in 
the districts where systematic effort was 
made to promote the reading of accepted 
juvenile publications the questionable 
magazines problems almost disappeared. 

The book situation was found to be 
excellent. Due to the very efficient work 
and splendid policy of the library each 
grade school has a_ branch library 
looked after by a member of the library 
staff. Approved books are available and 
it was a common occurrence for a sheet 
to show three splendid books and two or 
three questionable magazines. 

The general favorites were fine books 
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of approved type, such as Treasure 
Island, Little Women, Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin, Tom Sawyer and Robinson Cru- 
soe. There were 925 books named as 
favorites. Individual preference covers 
a wide range. 

A great deal of interest was created 
by the survey. The newspapers gave 
the findings front page publicity which 
helped to create this interest. Every 
minister received a copy of the survey 
and many spoke on it from the pulpit. 
Every school teacher received a copy 
and many of the Parent-Teachers’ Asso- 
ciations called on the committee to speak 
before assemblies. 

The Ministerial Association paid for 
the printing and distribution of the 
copies to the teachers, the Y. M. C. A. 
did a great deal of mimeographing to 
aid in a wide distribution of the find- 
ings. The various service clubs re- 
quested information. The various mem- 
bers of the committee gave a total of 
thirty-four talks concerning this survey. 

The Rotary Club gave a year’s sub- 
scription to Boy’s Life, an acceptable 
juvenile publication, for each grade 
school in the city. The library covers 
these magazines so they can be loaned 
out on a card, making them more sub- 
stantial. The various Parent-Teachers’ 
Associations subscribed for from 1 to 3 
recommended children’s magazines. 

Many parents began to consider the 
library and the librarian for their 
child’s reading as they considered the 
physician for the child’s physical wel- 
fare. 

The various principals of schools 
where the per cent of questionable read- 
ing was large, have formulated plans to 
eliminate the ‘‘bad by emphasizing the 
good.’’ 

From the very beginning the commit- 
tee preached the gospel of a positive em- 
phasis. They attempted to crystalize 
attention upon the acceptable and to 
forget the cheap, sexy type of magazine. 
They believed that constructive results 
were obtainable through saying much of 
the approved and little of the question- 
able. 

The survey was a big job, many people 
helped, the whole city seemed to be in- 


terested. Much educational informa- 
tion was spread among many people. The 
public library, as was shown, is doing a 
valuable service in a very efficient man- 
ner. Proper leisure reading has been 
given a hearty stimulus. Its importance 
is being recognized by many parents who 
otherwise would have never given it a 
thought. So the survey was well worth 
while. 





Publicity Through Bulletin Board and 
Displays in the Library 
By Floy Davis Laird, Des Moines 
Publie Library: 

The library’s bulletin board and its 
display cases stand in much the same 
relation to the library as a merchant’s 
windows to his shop. Yet how many 
librarians expend the care upon the bul- 
letin board or display case that a mer- 
chant expends upon his windows? 

To many librarians, rushed with a 
score of things that good service to pa- 
trons necessitates, the bulletin boards 
seem matters of comparatively small im- 
portance. She sees them daily, without 
freshness of viewpoint; but her patrons 
see them with appraising eyes. Not 
many patrons will judge how carefully 
eross-indexed the catalog may be, or 
how well-organized the reference mate- 
rial, but there are few who will not form 
some opinion, however casual, of any- 
thing that is out for display. A pleas- 
ing personality and the best of service 
eannot wholly overcome the bad impres- 
sion, at least on some patrons, of a 
crowded, messy board, or one with an 
out-of-date or dusty display. On the 
other hand, a board, attractive in color 
and arrangement, or with some mention 
of a thing in which a person is particu- 
larly interested, increases respect and 
friendliness. 

As to the board or case itself; it 
should be well lighted, and pleasing in 
color and shape. A cork preparation or 
something similar is best-for a covering 
for the bulletin board, as that permits 
easy insertion of thumb tacks (no small 
matter when material is changed every 
few days); burlap over a soft board 
serves well; and if pressed for funds, 
wall board covered with oatmeal paper 
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makes a cheap and fairly satisfactory 
bulletin board 

What shall be put on the bulletin 
board? Anything that furthers knowl- 
edge of the library, its books, and its 
service. Anything that gives informa- 
tion on things in which people are in- 
terested will increase the library’s serv- 
ice to these people. Newspaper or maga- 
zine clippings of current or coming 
events; clippings giving library news; 
material advancing the cause of the 
county library; anything to direct at- 
tention to little known things about the 
library, as for instance, a collection of 
books on local history, a picture collec- 
tion, or some unusual feature of refer- 
ence service. 

As to the advertising of books, prob- 
ably most librarians do not utilize to 
the full the willingness of many pub- 
lishers to furnish photographs, snap- 
shots or other publicity material about 
the authors whose books they put out. 
Such material seldom comes unsought, 
but a request will sometimes bring sur- 
prisingly good results. For example, 
the Des Moines Public Library received, 
upon request for something to use with 
a display of ‘‘The Road to the Temple,’’ 
a collection of snapshots Susan Glaspell 
had taken in Greece, with her notes 
written on the back. These had to be 
returned, of course, but they aroused 
interest and received a good story, with 
photographs, in the Des Moines Regis- 
ter. 

Libraries often discard magazines, 
publicity sheets from book publishers, 
the rotogravure sections of newspapers, 
and similar publications which contain 
material for a file of pictures of authors, 
actors, musicians, and the like. Such 
file would increase in value for bulletin 
board use as it grew in size. 

Bits of poetry and beautiful or strik- 
ing quotations on the bulletin board ap- 
peal to a limited group, but these are 
often well worth pleasing. 

The free posters and book lists fur- 
nished by the National Association of 
Book Publishers, posters made at the 
library, book jackets, and occasional 
bits of news sent out by publishers are 





within the reach of every library and 
often very effective. 

Attractiveness and timeliness are to 
be considered in any display. Colors on 
book jackets and the like should har- 
monize ; material should not be crowded ; 
and, in particular, should not be allowed 


to get out-of-date. A minor point, but 
one which adds to the attractiveness of 
bulletin boards, is the use of map tacks 
instead of thumb tacks on small notices 
or pictures. 

A glass display case, furnished with a 
lock, is a valuable addition to the li- 
brary’s advertising resources. Things 
too valuable for careless handling may 
be shown here to good advantage. Port- 
folios or books containing reproduce- 
tions of paintings; beautifully illus- 
trated children’s books; anything that 
will show the history or development of 
the town; types of binding; types of 
printing; books or pictures on archi- 
tecture, period furniture, pottery, cos- 
tumes, stained glass, old china, gems, 
flowers, or a score of other things which 
will occur to the librarian, will attract 
people to these subjects. 

One unusual display which drew at- 
tention and served to advertise the li- 
brary where it was used, that of the 
University of Nebraska, was an exhibit 
on the Dewey decimal system of classifi- 
cation. A book, picture, or object was 
used with each of the hundreds; for ex- 
ample, a picture of Kant for the 100’s, 
a picture of a church for the 200’s, and 
sO On. 

Collections or prized possessions of 
local people can often be exhibited in 
this way. A man’s collection of first 
editions, autographed books, or rare 
books might be borrowed ; a boy’s stamp 
or butterfly collection ; a coin collection; 
books by local writers; sketches by a 
local artist (perhaps only a high school 
girl) will, in all probability, be gladly 
lent and publicity be given the collec- 
tion, and therefore the library, in the 
local paper. Two unusual borrowed col- 
lections which were much enjoyed were 
a collection of dolls, many of them from 
foreign countries; and the second a col- 
lection of valentines, showing the change 
over a period of many years. 
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Such exhibits take much time and 
some careful planning, so much that the 
busy librarian may feel, perhaps with 
justification, that they are not worth 
the effort. But they do make for con- 
tacts, and for public interest in the li- 
brary. Where the staff consists of sev- 
eral people, the duty of caring for a 
board or exhibit case may be borne in 
turn, and so lightened. Competition, 
too, will encourage care and originality. 





A plan for making window displays 
and exhibits possible with less trouble 
to the individual is being put to trial 
in the Public Library of Des Moines. 
The branches, the stations, and the 
children’s department have _ pooled 
their resources for such displays, and 
placed them all in a room set aside for 
the purpose and termed ‘‘the property 


room.’’ They all may then draw on 


the ‘‘property room.’’ 


For instance, when the Children’s 
Room completed its ‘‘ Name-the-Book’”’ 
contest described in another article in 
this number, the set for each week was 
separately boxed and placed on the 
shelves of the property room for use 
by any branch or station desiring it. 
Similarly, when any branch librarian 
has worked out a display that seems 
promising, and finished with it, she 
sends the movable objects (except for 
any books that may have been used 
with it) to the property room. 

A contest between the branch li- 
braries at Christmas time, for the best 
decorated library, has provided the 
room with decorations of various kinds, 
a set of Nativity silhouettes, figures of 
Santa and reindeer, and some very at- 
tractive posters. A large collection of 
posters; a file of pictures of authors, 
clipped from old magazines and pub- 
licity sheets from book publishers; a 
collection of book lists; sets of small 
figures representing book characters, 
braced to stand for window displays 
(eut from book jackets and discarded 
books) ; and a set of small china dolls 
dressed and provided with miniature 
books to represent reading children, 
are among the materials now gathered. 


Iowa Summer Library School Society 

The annual business meeting and 
luncheon of the Iowa Library Sumner 
School Society was held in the South 
Ball Room of Hotel Fort Des Moines. 
Thursday, October 20, 1927, at 12:30 
o’clock, with thirty-seven members pres- 
ent. 

In the absence of the president, Ellen 
Stocker, the vice president, Grace 
Murphy, presided. 

A letter of greeting was read from 
Miss Stocker, the first and last president 
(to date). 

Greetings were also read from Blanche 


Watts. 


Leora J. Lewis, Field Secretary, 
South Dakota Library Commission, 
favored the society with a very interest- 
ing short talk. 

Miss Wormer of the Iowa State Uni- 
versity spoke briefly of the growing in- 
terest and attendance of the Iowa Li- 
brary Summer School. 

The minutes of the previous meeting 
were read and approved. 

The treasurer then made the follow- 
ing report to October 20, 1927: 


Balance on hand, July 1, 1926...... $ 10 
SED BEOGEOE, 606 cv capssensecest aus 23.50 
OO: TRE oc de 500s Caondeqeacee tie 95.00 
Total amount received......... $ 118.60 
Paid out for place cards for Iowa 
Se GEE on wk00 donencepuabaner 3.00 
Amamns on WARE. 6.23 cc ncnsds sa $ 115.60 


A letter from Miss Watts, stating that 
she wished to resign from the Loan Fund 
Committee, was read by Miss Robinson. 
Miss Watts’ resignation was accepted. 

A discussion followed in regard to the 
term of office of those acting on the 
Loan Fund Committee at the present 
time. A motion was made by Mrs. Bray 
that Miss Robinson be appointed perma- 
nent chairman of this committee. Mo- 
tion carried. 

Miss Robinson in a few remarks made 
favorable mention of the Lydia Roberts 
Scholarships now open to Iowa libra- 
rians. 

Following the report of the Auditing 
Committee, the Society elected for its 
officers for the following year: 
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President, Mrs. Laura M. Duncan, 
Albia. 

Vice President, Nannie P. Fulton, 
Keokuk. 

Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs. A. W. Bur- 
gess, Onawa. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
Society send greetings to Miss Stocker, 
Miss Watts and Miss Shellenberger. 

There being no further business the 
meeting adjourned. 

IsaBEL Sipey, Secretary-Treasurer. 





County Library News 





Iowa Library Association—A county 
library news letter was sent out by the 
County Library Committee to the li- 
braries of the state during January 
and another will follow in February, 
giving the county activities of the dif- 
ferent libraries. 

Iowa Federation of Women’s Clubs 
—County representatives have been ap- 
pointed in many districts and interest 
in county libraries aroused where none 
existed before. Mrs. Ashbaugh of 
Sigourney reports eighty letters writ- 
ten and the work shows in the township 
representatives in Poweshiek county. 


Parent-Teachers Association — Miss 
Robinson has been appointed chairman 
of the State Committee on Home Edu- 
eation with the understanding that this 
is to be used in the interest of county 
libraries. 

Council Bluffs— At the county 
P. T. A. meeting in Manawa on Janu- 
ary 26th, the subject of county libraries 
was discussed and much interest mani- 
fested. A meeting will be held later 
in the spring at Council Bluffs to make 
plans for bringing possibilities of book 
service to the attention of various 
groups. 

Des Moines—At the Polk County 
Federation of the Women’s Clubs at 
Valley Junction on February 14th, Mr. 
Spaulding and Miss Robinson were 
speakers on the subject of county li- 
braries. 





Library News of the State 





Audubon—The vacancy on the li- 
brary board caused by the death of 
Mary Davis has been filled by the ap- 
pointment of Mrs. 8. C. Kerberg. The 
board has decided to charge $2.50 per 
year for the use of the library by bor- 
rowers outside the city limits and $1.00 
for out-of-town pupils attending the 
publie schools. 

Belle Plaine — After twenty-two 
years in the basement of the Congrega- 
tional Church, the library has been 
moved to three well lighted rooms in 
a store building. 

Bellevue—The library has recendy 
received a gift of the entire private 
library of Mrs. Sampson of Andrew, 
consisting of several hundred volumes 
and a number of book cases. 

Carroll—New oak shelving has been 
installed on four sides of the reading 
room and the entire interior of the li- 
brary redecorated in buff with ivory 
ceiling. A gift of $500 from the Henry 
Russell estate has been received for the 
purchase of books, largely history. 

Charles City—‘‘Twelfth Night’’ was 
observed at the library with stories told 
before the fire fed by holiday greens. 
Byron Williams told the stories and 
Mrs. Byers, the librarian, explained 
‘‘Twelfth Night’’ customs. 

A display of the work of students of 
Berea College was given in the library 
during February and a talk on the col- 
lege given by Mrs. Byers on February 
22nd. Mrs. Byers was at one time li- 
brarian at the college. 

Clarinda—Two new members have 
been appointed on the library board, 
Roscoe Applegate to fill the vacancy 
caused by the resignation of Edwin 
Lane, and Mabel Searle to fill the place 
of Anna Driftmier. 

Clear Lake—The library is again the 
recipient of a large gift of books, this 
time 517 volumes from the library of 
Mrs. Irene Ottilia Young, a teacher in 
a Washington, D. C., high school for 
many years. 
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Council Bluffs—Library Club—The 
Librarians’ Club of Omaha and Coun- 
cil Bluffs met at the University of Ne- 
braska Medical College Library in 


Omaha Saturday evening, February 
4th. Dinner was served to fifty mem- 
bers and guests in the hospital dining 
room. Several Hawaiian musical num- 
bers were given by two medical stu- 
dents. Mr. Gilbert Doane, librarian of 
the University of Nebraska, spoke on 
the hobby of Book Collecting. Other 
guests from Lincoln included Edna 
Noble, Nellie J. Compton, Maude Wis- 
herd, Jessie Glass, Ruth Balch, Frankie 
Needham and Felice Sternberg. 

Officers elected for the coming year 
were: 

President, Florence Taylor of the 
Omaha library. 

Vice President, Madeline Hillis of the 
Medical College library. 

Secretary and treasurer, Ivae Walker 
of the South High School library. 

Council Bluffs—Public Library—A 
year round reading campaign is being 
started by the library in connection 
with the P. T. A. ‘At the request of the 
P. T. A. small groups of books on edu- 
cation, child training, and good read- 
ing for children have been sent to 
schools distant from the library and 
reports show every book in use. 

Davenport—Mrs. Florence F. Black 
of Richmond, Indiana, has beeu ap- 
pointed cataloguer during the absence 
of Paula Beuck. 

Decorah—In order to accommodate 
the growing collection of books, new 
stacks have been installed on the south 
side of the library room, adding to the 
attractiveness as well as the conveni- 
ence of the library. 

Des Moines—Library Club—Profes- 
sor and Mrs. Clyde Tull of Mt. Vernon 
were after dinner speakers at a joint 
meeting of the Des Moines Library and 
English Teachers’ Clubs on February 
14th. Professor Tull spoke on ‘‘Crea- 
tive Writing in Iowa Colleges,’’ and 
Mrs. Tull read from her poems. 

Des Moines—Public Library — Ora 
King, an assistant at the library for 
the past four years and recently in 
charge of book selection and order 


work, has resigned to become reference 
librevian in the East Orange, N. J., 
Puble Library. 


The children’s room recently con- 
ducted a ‘‘Name-the-Book Contest,’’ 
which has been very popular with its 
readers. One of the windows in the 
children’s room contained each week 
a scene from a well known story, such 
as ‘‘Treasure Island,’’ ‘‘Hans Brink- 
er,’’ ‘‘The Lance of Kanana,’’ ‘‘Pan- 
dora,’’ ‘‘Raggylug,’’ ‘‘Ali Baba and 
the Forty Thieves.’’ Each child who 
wished to enter the contest was given 
a slip on which to write the name of 
the author, the title of the story and 
the answer to some question pertain- 
ing to the story. A different slip was 
provided each week. 

The decoration of the window took 
a great deal of time but the interest in 
the contest, shown by the children, 
compensated for the work. 


Forest City—The new library build- 
ing, made possible by a bond issue of 
$10,000, was opened to the public on 
February 29th, with a reception in the 
new building, from 2:00 to 3:00 in the 
afternoon and a formal program in the 
evening. Over 200 were in attendance 
on each of these occasions. In the after- 
noon tea and wafers, donated by city 
merchants, were served by the library 
board. 

The evening exercises were also held 
in the library rooms with every chair 
filled and people standing during the 
entire evening. The absence, through 
illness, of Mrs. F. W. Russell, presi- 
dent of the board, who has given much 
time and thought to the building, was 
a subject of much regret. C. B. Hel- 
gen, vice president of the board, pre- 
sided in her stead. 

Julia A. Robinson gave a brief talk 
on ‘‘The Library and the Community,”’ 
and Rev. W. T. Suckow made the dedi- 
eatory address. 

The library occupies the site of the 
old Summit Hotel which was destroyed 
by fire several years ago, the front and 
side walls being utilized for the new 
building, with new back wall and roof. 
A much larger building for the money 
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was thus secured. Thorwald Thorson 
was architect. The decoration of the 
ceiling beams in Mandarin red and 
polychrome designs was the gift of the 
American Legion. A fireplace occupies 
one end of the building. 

The beautiful flowers which deco- 
rated the desk and shelves on opening 
day were the gifts of the Commercial, 
Rotary and Women’s Clubs and the 
Art Guild, and the potted plants were 
loaned by the green house. Seldom has 
the secretary attended a library open- 
ing in which the whole community so 
unanimously joined. 

The members of the library board 
are Mrs. F. W. Russell, Mrs. Harry F. 
Thompson, Mrs. C. E. Robinson, Ida 
Hanson, Senator O. E. Gunderson, Dr. 
O. A. Hanson, C. M. Ross, Dr. P. L. 
Thompson and C. B. Helgen. 


Hampton — County Superintendent 
H. J. Henderson has been appointed a 
member of the library board. The Li- 
brary Club has given to the Library 
Club room a beautiful Seth Thomas 
clock and shelf. Cariola Barker and 
the librarian entertained the Library 
Club on the evening of March 2nd, 
forty-two being present. Electricity 
has been installed in the club room for 
showing views. 

Harlan—At a meeting of the library 
board during January it was decided 
to withdraw the free privileges to out- 
side borrowers and in future make a 
eharge of $1.00 for the use of the li- 
brary. 


Ida Grove—Mrs. Ed. Skogland has 
been appointed on the library board to 
fill the vacancy caused by the resigna- 
tion of Mrs. Paul W. Dixon. 


Iowa Falls—Mrs. Vivian Klemme- 
Ellis, the efficient librarian for the past 
four years, was married on February 
17th to Sheridan R. Jones, a member 
for several years of Ellsworth College 
faculty. Mr. Jones is also angling edi- 
tor of Outdoor Life and Recreation. 
Mr. and Mrs. Jones will live in Iowa 
Falls for the present and Mrs. Jones 
will have supervision of the library. 


Lamoni—tThe library has been moved 





to a new location on the ground floor 
which will make the library more ac- 
cessible and otherwise add to its con- 
venience. An ‘‘Open House’’ was held 
on February 10th, with about 150 in 
attendance. 


Manchester—The library has _ re- 
ceived a gift of $100 from Mrs. E. B. 
Stiles in memory of her husband, 
Judge Edmond B. Stiles. Mrs. Stiles 
suggests that the money be used for 
the purchase of books on citizenship, 
especially for the young, in which 
Judge Stiles was particularly inter- 
ested. 


Manson—A library association has 
been formed to take over the manage- 
ment of the library, which has been 
sponsored in the past exclusively by 
the Woman’s Club. Frank B. Davis 
is president of the association, Mrs. 
George F. Braginton, vice president; 
Martha Slatter, secretary, and Charles 
E. Bale, treasurer. 


Marcus—The Mareus Library Asso- 
ciation held their annual meeting and 
election at the library room Saturday, 
January 7, 1928. Two members of the 
board were re-elected and one new 
member elected. The new board met 
immediately and elected the following 
officers: Mrs. Alice French, president; 
Mrs. S. O. Mithun, vice president ; Mrs. 
L. M. Woods, secretary; Mrs. J. R. 
Evans, treasurer. The other five mem- 
bers of the board are Mrs. Theodore 
Treinen, Mrs. E. P. Quirin, Mrs. Wil- 
liam Hazen, Mrs. James Rae and Mrs. 
E. C. Walrod. 

Myrtle Willey, assistant for a num- 
ber of years and librarian for the past 
two years, was given a vote of thanks 
and presented with a ten dollar gold 
piece as a token of the board’s appre- 
ciation of her services. She was unani- 
mously re-elected librarian. Her report 
of books repaired and circulated was 
highly satisfactory as was the treas- 
urer’s report of the financial condition. 

Marengo—Mrs. Margaret Shelly has 
been elected librarian and will take the 
course at the Library Summer School 
after which she will assume her duties 
in the library. Mrs. Bess Keil Olson, 
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who served as librarian before her 
marriage, is acting librarian in the in- 
terim. 

Monticello—F lorence Noble, who has 
served as assistant in the library for 
the past six months, became librarian 
on January Ist. Miss Noble was a mem- 
ber of last summer’s class at the Iowa 
Summer Library School. 

Montrose—A library association was 
organized on February 7th with Rev. 
G. W. Pool as president; Mrs. E. M. 
Buck as vice president; Helen Reed, 
treasurer, and Mrs. E. G. Price, secre- 
tary. A library is to be started imme- 
diately. 

Mt. Vernon—Cornell College—The 
sum of $75,000 has been subscribed to 
match a like sum from the Carnegie 
Foundation for a library endowment. 

New Hampton—Mrs. A. C. Vaale has 
been appointed a member of the li- 
brary board to sueceed Mrs. O. M. Lan- 
don, who recently died. 

Newton—A collection of books boys 
like has been placed in the reading 
room of the Y. M.C. A. These will be 
exchanged from time to time. 

Northwood—A story hour has been 
conducted by Mrs. H. H. Douglass at 
the library during the winter months 
with satisfactory attendance and in- 
terest. 

Ocheyedan—With the hope of better 
serving the community with books and 
reading matter, a library association 
has been formed which will take over 
the management of the library previ- 
ously conducted by the W. C. T. U. 
Mrs. H. J. Harvey of Sibley spoke at 
the initial meeting, explaining the 
value of a library to a town. Mrs. 
Lulu Hormel, whose interest in the best 
possible library service for the town 
has brought about the change, will con- 
tinue as librarian. 

Rolfe—Under the auspices of the 
Woman’s Club a campaign is being 
conducted for the establishment of a 
community library. A sum of money 
has been subscribed sufficient to make 
a beginning and a library will soon be 
opened. 

Sanborn—Miss McCullow writes re- 
garding the war work books compiled 


by her and presented to the library, 
that the Earl Conway Post of the 
American Legion should be given 
credit for the purchase of the books, 
as the cost was considerable and she 
could not otherwise have done the 
work for the library. Two volumes are 
full and a third volume is to be pur- 
chased to continue the items concern- 
ing the activities of the Legion and 
Auxiliary. 

Sibley—Mrs. H. E. Walton and L. A. 
Dwinell have been appointed members 
of the library board to take the places 
of H. Nelson and Mrs. W. D. Shuttle- 
worth who have resigned. 

Storm Lake — Miss Walpole, li- 
brarian, was asked to speak for the li- 
brary in a series of seven Sunday 
evening talks held during the winter 
in the Methodist church. 

Mrs. W. O. Benthin, children’s li- 
brarian, reports a very successful ‘*‘Li- 
brary Game’’ which has been played by 
the children during the winter, 171 
pupils taking part and seventy-nine 
winning gold. stars. But she adds, 
‘‘The best results were the time the 
children spent here voluntarily, their 
enlarged knowledge of what kind of 
books we have, and thus their increased 
ability to select their own recreational 
reading.’’ 

Traer—Mrs. P. lL. Parsons and 
Lyman Wood have resigned from mem- 
bership on the library board after sev- 
eral years of acceptable service. 

Waterloo—Miss Wieder, librarian, 
has been given a three months’ leave of 
absence, beginning March 15th, to be 
spent at the University of North Caro- 
lina. 

West Branch — Ross Stratton has 
been appointed a member of the library 
board. Mr. Stratton was one of those 
influential in starting the library more 
than twenty years ago and served as 
its first librarian. 

West Union—The library received a 
gift of $50.00 from Mrs. Parker Grif- 
fiths of East Orange, N. J., who was 
visiting in the town and became inter- 
ested in the library. A library benefit 
movie recently netted the library $85. 
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Whiting—<A four mill tax has been 
levied by the city council for the sup- 
port of the library. The library has 
heretofore been supported by an en- 
dowment which has been lost by bank 
failure. The amount has been insuffi- 
cient for four years and the tax will 
make possible much more efficient li- 
brary service. Inasmuch as the tax 
will not be available for a year, a suc- 
cessful drive has been made in the 
community for funds with which to 
maintain the library until the tax is 
paid. 





DEATHS 


Mary Gertrude Avery 


Mary Gertrude Avery, a member of 
the Humboldt library board since its 
formation, died at Mercy Hospital in 
Fort Dodge on February 16th. She was 
a most active and interested member, 
always doing her full part. 





James E. Bromwell 


James E. Bromwell, president of the 
library board at Marion, passed away 
also on February 16th. Mr. Bromwell 
was appointed on the library board in 
October, 1910, and elected president in 
August, 1916, and served in that office 
until his death. 





Mrs. O. M. Landon 


The death of Mrs. O. M. Landon, a 
valued member of the library board at 
New Hampton, on December 6th last, 
brought grief to the whole town, espe- 
cially to those associated with her on 
the library board. 





Mr. J. H. Stover 


Mr. J. H. Stover, for ten years assist- 
ant Janitor in the State Library and 
Library Commission, died on February 
15th at the age of eighty-seven. His 
interest in these libraries and the peo- 
ple connected with them, whom he 
never failed to visit on his trips to the 
city, deserve this recognition. 


Hon. W. L. Temple 
Hon. W. L. Temple, a member of the 


Osceola library board, died recently. 
Mr. Temple was one of the group which 
organized a little circulating library in 
1910 when the tax was voted and the 
present library building erected. He 
served continuously as vice president of 
the board and was very active, especially 
as a member of the Book Committee, 
until failing health interfered. 





Book and Periodical Exchange 


Carroll Public Library has for sale an 
oak magazine rack 5 ft. long, 6 ft. high 
and 16 in. thick at base. Price $15.00. 
Address Sadie R. Stevens, librarian. 





Indianola — Board of Education — 
wishes to buy a twelve drawer catalog 
cabinet. Address W. H. Hoyman, 
superintendent of schools. 





Iowa Library Commission has the fol- 
lowing volumes and numbers of the 
National Geographic which will be given 
away on the payment of transportation. 
Address the secretary. 


1915, 1916, 1917 complete. 

1913, all but March, September, Octo- 
ber and November. 

1914, February, March, April. 

1915, all but January, February and 
March. 

1916, all but February. 

1917, all but October. 

1923, February and March. 





A Correction 


In the treasurer’s report in the last 
number of the Quarterly a mistake of 
$69.00 appeared in the total receipts 
which should have read $1,121.04 in- 
stead of $1,190.04. 

This grew out of the attempt on the 
part of the editor of the Quarterly to 
remove from both sides of the account 
the amount paid by the Des Moines Pub- 
lic Library Board and the Chamber of 
Commerce to defray the difference in 
the price of the dinner tickets to the 
visiting librarians, as she did not feel 
these were strictly I. L. A. items, the 
total for receipts not being changed. 
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